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Little Acorns Bespoke Curriculum (Prime and Specific Areas of Development)

Curriculum Intent (what are we trying to achieve / milestones to be met / ELG):
Our intent in little acorns is to provide children within the setting opportunities that will positively impact their education and their learning, helping them to achieve their independent goals and achievements. We cater for all of their individual needs and we offer support to those children with addition needs, supporting the child to overcome any challenges that may present themselves in their journey with us. We support the children in our Toddler room to encourage readiness for pre-school life and meet the requirements of our pre-school room. Within the pre-school we intend to prepare the children for school and have a clear understanding of their own emotions and feel secure and happy with their achievements, having confidence and strive in their learning and independence.

Curriculum Implementation (provision, resources, teaching methods, theorists that inspire our practice, how we secure the areas of development, what is our practice):
We will carry out our intent by using a wide range of age specific activities, following adult focus and child’s own interests. We offer hands on learning experiences to promote exploration and discovery allowing the children to actively engage in the learning process. 
We implement a Collaborative learning environment where the children work together to solve problems and scaffold each other’s learning. Offering a wide range of free flow play and activities encouraging the child to be competent and build positive relationships, using their initiative and having a sense of trust and autonomy around peers and carers. We encourage the children to have independence, expressing their feeling, their personalities and their unique behaviours. We approach this with a positive, engaging attitude, using praise and promoting positive outcomes, this supports having a conducive learning environment and having the understanding that mistakes are learning opportunities. Providing them with a safe environment to flourish in self-care and confidence. We will provide and guide the children using resources and equipment to help their learning, going above and beyond to create experiences to support cultural capital learning and offering British values throughout our routine and we tailor our instructions to meet their individual developmental needs. We implement circle time to encourage communication and listening, learning from story-based activities, encouraging recall of stories and using related activities to engage the children and create a clear understanding of instructions and the learning path. We want the children to explore their imagination and open up opportunities into further play. 
[bookmark: _Hlk179191813] We have Qualified early years Teachers within our pre-school room to support the children with their education and school readiness, preparing the children for the next steps in life. We implement documents such as letters and sounds phase 1 to support education. Also keep up to date with our catchment school to support and implement similar educational resources. 

Curriculum Impact: (how we monitor the impact of the curriculum, observations, assessments, behaviours and attitudes, personal development):
We evaluate our practice and make sure we are supporting all areas of development, individual needs and our practise has been successful and the children have an understanding of our learning, confident at expressing themselves and talking freely about our topics, this could range from discussing topics at home with parents, sharing on tapestry and also being involved in group conversations. We use 3i’s adult focused planning to show the impact of activities and how we can change, progress on topics and be constructive on how we can improve our own practice. 
We create next steps for their own individual goals from the observations we make throughout our learning, we then track this by regular tapestry updates on their development and monitor their strengths and weaknesses. We use tapestry as a source of parent involvement and encourage parents to be involved with their child’s development and learning we also complete reports throughout the child’s time to monitor and share their progress. We work alongside parents and share any concerns we may have and will contact other professionals if we feel this necessary. 
Little Acorns curriculum impacts the child’s next stages of life, sharing the skills and knowledge they’ve implemented during their time at our setting. This supports their transitions throughout the future with the lifelong skills they’ve gained from our provision.







Physical Development (PD)

To help with our physical development we will learn to (Intention):
Toddlers 
· Promote physical activities climbing equipment, music and movement, balance, using gross motor skills. 
· Starting to use balls to kick, throw and catch. Coordination 
· Fitting into spaces, tunnels, dens moving around equipment safely. 
· Running safely and controlled 
· Building with blocks independently 
· Starting to control tools, mark making, paint brushes, play dough tools 
· Starting to control whole body actions ‘stop start game’ 
· Starting to show interest in self-care putting on coat, buttons, shoes
· Starting to show an interest in potty training, bladder coqntrol, hand washing. 
· Independently feeds self 
· Starting to express their desires, wanting or  wanting to not sleep, play,  being able to identify they are hungry 
· Can use an open top cup to drink from. 
· Use the stairs, one step at a time. 
· Starting to drop the midday sleep 
Pre-school 
· Promoting physical development through their own movements and actions, using climbing equipment, balancing.
· Starting to understand things have a purpose, for example we use peddles to move a bike.
· Skips, hop stand on one leg and hold a pose for a game like musical statues showing control of actions, repeating actions and creating patterns with their body, clapping hands to match patterns and mirroring others.
· Can express with words how the physical activity is having an impact on their body e.g. heart beating, feeling hot, needing water. 
· Go up and down stairs and equipment using alternative feet. 
· Making safe decisions whether to run, walk, crawl judging the environment. 
· Use one-handed tools using scissors to make snips. 
· Having a comfortable and controlled grip when using pens and pencils. 
· Showing preference with regard to dominate hand. 
· Being independent with dressing/undressing themselves, using zips and buttons.
Communication and language (CL)

To help with our communication and language we will learn to (Intention):
Toddlers 
· Shows interest and listens to stories from others but can lose focus, having an understanding of stories and when looking at books has a good understanding with the help of pictures. 
· Have understanding of questions about ‘what’ ‘why’ ‘where’. 
· Has some understanding of complex sentences e.g.’ lets tidy up and we can go outside’
· Starting to understand concepts such as fast/ slow 
· Understanding simple instructions
· Developing pretend play, patting baby to sleep identifying what they are doing, telling other. 
· Building conversations jumping from topic to topic
· Making themselves understood and getting frustrated when the cannot. 
· Expressing their feelings using words.
· Listens and responds to simple instructions, showing an understanding if the instruction. 
· Using words such as ‘all gone’ 
· Copying gestures and words they may repeat these throughout play. 
· Enjoys to sing and rhyme with friends and carers 
· Watch someone’s face as they talk 
· Recognisees familiar voices 
· Learning new words rapidly 
Pre-school 
· Be able to use good recall during story time and can focus for a good period of time. 
· Starting to get involved in group conversations and sharing key events that may have happened and being able to recall similar events to the child sharing their story, using complex sentences to retell simple past events. 
· Using a wide range of vocabulary 
· Understanding questions and instructions, ‘lets have snack and then get your coat for outdoor play’. Also having interest in questions? “Where did the lady bird go?” “how did she get there?”  using language to anticipated what may happen next.
· Knows rhymes and able to tell long stories from familiar books.
· Developing their communication but may struggle with tenses and plurals such as runned for ran 
· Beginning to express point of view and debate when they disagree with an adult or a friend, using words and actions.
· Start conversations with adults or a friend and continue it for many turns 
· Use talk to organise themselves and their play “come on my ship …. You stay there … I’ll steer the ship “.




















Personal, Social, and Emotional Development (PSED)

To help with our personal, social, and emotional development we will learn to (Intention):
Toddlers 
· Build special relationships with special people but may have anxiety in the presence of strangers 
· Becoming able to separate from their parents / carers to their key person 
· Thrive as they develop self-assurance.
· Shows care and concern for people special to them. 
· Seeks out others to share experiences knowing their key worker is nearby. 
· Establish the sense of self and strong enough to express a arrange of emotions. 
· Express preferences and decisions, trying new things and start to establish their autonomy.
· Starting to reject help and wanting to be independent. Starting to understand ‘effortful control’ waiting their turn and taking turns. 
· Being aware of the name their unique abilities and preferences. Start to manage their own emotions.
· Developing an understanding of differences in gender ethnicity and ability. 
· Developing friends and making bonds with peers and carers 
· Starting to talk about their feelings in an elaborate way e.g. “ I’m sad … Because.. “
· Experimenting with their behaviour and seeking out others to challenge their behaviour. 
Pre-school 
· Starting to share play ideas and seeking out companionships to create play. 
· Using adults as a guide of their own relationships by observing their behaviour and interactions with others. 
· Increasing the control of their emotions and starting to understand taking turns and sharing. 
· Using negotiation and compromise to solving conflict with peers. 
· Will happily entertain and play independently as well as joining in with group activities and confidence to seek out others play. 
· Can identify differences between themselves and others in the social group. Shows confidence in social situations. 
· Enjoys being part of the group and will take on daily tasks to be involved.
· Wanting to be involved in new social situations, welcoming new friends. Also knowing actions have an impact on their friends. 
· Follow routine and instructions showing clear understanding of why they are important. 
· Talks with others to resolve conflict. Sharing their feelings and gradually understanding how others may feel. 
Literacy

To help with our literacy we will learn to (Intention):
Toddler
· They have their own favourite story/rhymes/songs and poems.
· Can repeat and share actions with words and phrases from familiar stories.
· Can fill in missing words from texts when read out loud 
· Enjoys rhyming activities clapping making patterns and joining in with words from familiar songs. 

Pre-school 
· Understands the five key concepts about print 
1. Print has meaning
2. Print can have different purposes 
3. We read left to right and from top to bottom.
4. The names of different parts of the book 
5. Page sequencing 
· Talking and discussing these factors throughout books, enjoying print and showing understanding of author and illustrator knowing the difference. 
· Understand of the care of books and importance of caring for books.
· Beginning to develop phonological phonemic awareness 
    Being aware of rhymes / rhymes in spoken words or songs /clapping and tapping during play/ hearing and saying initial sounds in words 
· Engage in conversation about stories learning new vocabulary.
· Using some print to support early writing.
· Write some of their name or all. 
· Writing some letters accurately 
· Sometimes makes stories to go with their drawings.

Mathematics

To help with our mathematics we will learn to (Intention):
Toddlers 
· Beginning to be aware of quantity such as ‘more ‘ 
· Starting to say numbers, some of what may be in the correct order 
· Starting to become aware of numerals. 
· Starting to count on their fingers
· Respond to some positional language e.g.  “Put it on top “ 
· Starting to position puzzle pieces
· Recognising objects have the same shapes.
· Beginning to create simple constructions. 
· Starting to anticipate parts of the day and being aware of the routine and what may come next. 
Pre-school 
· Developing recognition of up to 3 objects, without having to count them individually (‘subitising ‘)
· Recite numbers past 5
· Say one number for each item in order 1,2,3,4,5.
· Knowing that the number you reach when finished counting the objects is the total you have reached (cardinal Principles’)
· Show ‘finger numbers’ up to 5 
· Link numerals and amounts: for example, showing the right number of objects to match the numeral, up to 5.
· Experimenting with their own symbols and marks as well as numerals. 
· Solve real world mathematical problems with numbers up to 5.
· Compare quantities using language ‘more than ‘‘fewer than’
· Talk about and explore 2d and 3d shapes (for example circles, rectangles, triangles and cuboids.) using informal and mathematical languages ‘side’, ‘corners’, straight’, ‘flat’, ‘round’.
· Understand position through words alone-   e.g. “the bag under the table “with no pointing. 
· Describe a familiar route
· Discuss routes and locations, using words like ‘in front’ and ‘behind’.
· Make comparisons between objects relating to size, length, weight and capacity 
· Select shapes appropriately: flat surfaces for building, triangular for prism for a roof, etc
· Combine shapes to new ones-an arch a bigger triangle.
· Talk about and identifies the patterns around them. E.g. stripes on clothes, design on rugs and wallpaper use informal language, like ‘pointy’, ‘spotty’, ‘blobs’ etc. 
· Extend and create ABAB patterns, stick leaf stick leaf. 
· Notice and correct an error in repeating patterns.
· Begin to describe a sequence of events, real or fictional, using words such as ‘first’, ‘then’.
























Understanding of the World

To help with our understanding of the world we will learn to (Intention):
Toddlers
· Starting to have a sense own family, pets and relations. 
· Imitating everyday actions/ tasks /events they’ve remembered from real life and use these too role play.
· Beginning to have their own friends. 
· Starting to understand they have similarities and differences between themselves. 
· Starting to seek out materials and noticing differences and textures.
· Care for the environment and looking after toys and equipment.

Pre-school 
· Explore how things work 
· Show interest in different occupations 
· Beginning to understand their own family and their relations, family history.
· Understanding differences about countries, cultures promoting positive attitudes to the differences between people. 
· Explore and talk about forces they can feel.
· Talk about the differences between materials and changes they notice.
· Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living things. 
· Noticing lifecycles and understanding how they work 
· Planting seeds and caring for the environment. 
· Recycling and having to look after our planet. 
· 


Expressive Arts and Design

To help with our understanding of the world we will learn to (Intention):
Toddlers 
· Joining in with songs 
· Starting to create sound with their body eg clapping hands 
· Using instruments and open-ended resources to create sounds and patterns
· Using the space around them to be creative with actions sounds and movements.
· Enjoys playing with colours using different materials and e.g. colour mixing 
· Using different structures to explore 2d and 3d shapes 
Pre-school 
· Enjoys exploring their imagination, role playing with peers using every day object to represent what they want it to be.
· Enjoy using small world figures and creating stories and characters to enhance their play
· Express their own ideas through using materials to be creative shape
· Connect different materials and explore different textures.
· Draw with complexity and details e.g. creating a house with squares and triangles
· Showing emotions in their drawing and free mark making. 
· Explore colour mixing 
· Showing interest and understanding in sounds and patterns.
· Expressing their thoughts to stories, songs and rhymes 
· Singing their favourite songs and rhymes and knowing the whole song.
· Sing the pitch of a tone sung by another person (‘pitch match’) 
· Sing melodic shape (moving melody, such as up and down, down and up) of familiar songs.
· Create their own songs or improve a song around one they know.




· Singing 
· Show and tells (home link)
· Listening to the words in songs, remembering them. 
· Nursery rhymes
· Xmas concert 

· Music and movement 
· Makaton 
· Action songs
· Yoga
· Sound games 
· Making patterns with sound
· Mark making with pens, pencils, white boards, chalks 
· At an easel
· Junk modelling 
· Scissors/glue 
· Craft materials. 
· Sensory activities 
· Scarfs/materials
· Bean bags 
· Playdough 
· Potion making 
· Flour/rice/pasta
· Water/sand play 
· Mark making on different scales
· Using loose parts to enhance learning 
· Construction toys. 
· Being proud of their work/ praise
· Emotions and feelings/mirrors 
· Facial expressions 
· Discussing our thoughts and expressing/ opinions.
· Sound walks in and outdoors 
· Listening to music expressing feelings 
· Musical instruments 
· Painting 
· Colours /colour mixing
· Different tools to paint with, brushes sponge’s blocks etc

· Home corner 
· Babies 
· real life experiences pretending to be hair dresser doctor etc. 
· dressing up 
Expressive art and design 

What we will do at Smartys Little Acorns
(Implementation)

· Dressing self.
· Coats 
· Putting on own shoes 
· Gloves hats etc
· Body parts 
· Own space and awareness  
· Providing comfy areas for downtime/bedtime

· Water play jugs cups funnel water wall
· Sand play scoops spades etc
· Sensory games
· Construction 
· Wooden blocks 
· Mega blocks
· Lego
· Stickle bricks
· Tap a shape with hammers 
· Tweezers


Physical Development (PD) 

What we will do at Smartys Little Acorns
 (Implementation)
· Potty training within toddlers and using the toilet independently in our pre-school room.
· self-care hand washing  
· guide them and support them 
· mirrors in the bathroom 
· pens/pencils mark making 
· chalks
· paint 
· different scales 
· scissors 
· glue sticks
· pipette 

· Using equipment such a scooters 
· Balance bikes
· Peddling equipment
· Walking cups
· Ball kicking/throwing 
· Feeding self
· Using knife and fork 
· Drinking from open cup /pre-school independently pouring water
· Using table manners 
· Sitting around the table 
· Music and movement
· Using bean bags
· Streamers materials
· Skipping
· slithering
· Using balancing equipment. 
· Climbing equipment 
· Using the stairs
· Moving freely in open space
· Sports days 
· Egg and spoon
· Hopping/jumping
· Hula hoops 

·   Using what where how questions.
· Encouraging the children to think about their answers
· Using their ideas
· Listen to stories 
· Recall of stories
· Ask what their own ideas of the story are
· What may happen next? 
· Encourage engagement 

· Encourage the children to discuss emotions, how they feel. 
· Expressing why they feel that why.


· Learning new words 
· Using a wide vocabulary/new word in conversations 
· Using words in the correct tenses.
· Having an understanding of words and using the, in correct sentences. 
· Small group interventions
· Sounds and letters phase 1
· Phonic tubs- sounding the objects 
· Makaton understanding silent games 
· Using tapestry as a home link and talking about what they’ve being sharing their interests
· Show and tell bag
· Going home toys
· Library system 
· Offering every opportunity for the children to communicate, during play and throughout adult focused activities.

· Nursery rhymes and actions,
· Repeating rhymes.
· Rhyming stories
· Encourage them to rhyme with words
Communication and Language (CL) 

What we will do at Smartys Little Acorns (Implementation)
· Follow simple instructions 
· Use a daily routine 
· Encouraging independence communicating their needs 

· Free flow play 
· Encouraging the children to join in together.
· Provide the children with own interest activities offer open ended ques using their ideas together.
· Have clear boundaries/rules and following our routine 
· Setting simple tasks to encourage independence e.g. special helper, offering small jobs out throughout the day. 
· Games with small groups encouraging turn taking 
· Sharing equipment 
· Self-registration
· Recognising key group
· Knowing keyworker
· Offering support when coming into nursery and throughout the day allowing the children to feel safe and secure.
· Encouraging the children to join in at morning registration talking about the day ahead. 


· Reminding the children of boundaries e.g. no running inside 
· Reenforcing good behaviour throughout the day. 
· Encouraging the children to be proud of their work and achievements. 
·  Wallets to store their work at child height with their name and keyworker badge on

· Tapestry to share family and friends to discuss and display at nursery 
· Supporting emotions by offering them emotional guidance by allowing the children to talk at their pace 

· Role playing offering ideas for them create play with others. 
· Using their own ideas and using different resources to extend play e.g. hairdressers – offer brushes tills money curlers etc

· Using manners throughout the day.
· Sitting and using our manners at the dinner table and being sociable 
· Encouraging the children to support each other. 
· expressing preferences and considering other 
· Positive praise encouraging positive behaviour.
· Sticker charts 
· Stickers 
· Potty charts
· Monitoring system to support challenging behaviour.
Personal, social, and emotional development (PSED)

What we will do at Smartys Little Acorns (Implementation)

· Providing books for the children to explore independently
· Cosy reading area for the younger children to listen to stories. 


· Having literacy learning opportunities indoors and outdoors.
· Books in the garden mark making in the garden  
· Discussing the author and illustrator of books and that we go left to right. 
· Discussing the start the middle the end 
· Printed text on boards and displays 
· Words from the story when completing activities 
· Questions cards activities 
· Noticing letters from their names 
· Self registration their name 
· Noticing the same letters in different word 
· Sounding out their letter
· Sounding out letters e.g.  days of the week. 
· Story time throughout the day 
· Introducing new words 
· Introducing tenses/ rhyming 
· Encouraging child choice stories expressing their interests.

· Offering opportunities throughout play to look at words 
e.g. menus/ signs 
using paper clipboards notebooks to mark make 
Literacy 

What we will do at Smartys Little Acorns
(Implementation)

· Using a variety of language 
· Spotty, stripy, zig zag.
· Noticing patterns and creating their own 
· Threading with cotton reels colours, counting, shape 
· Follow on patters (ABAB)
· Creating lots of counting opportunities throughout the day.
· Clapping, steps, fingers, 
· Number cards at activities 


· Understanding the amount, the counted too is the amount in the set (cardinal principal) 
· Using fingers to guide counting 
· Number blocks and number cards recognising numbers and amounts 

· using peg board jigsaws 
· shape puzzles 
· jigsaws 
· counting animals 
· compare bears 
· abacus 
· number books 
· counters and coins 
· Singing number songs 
· Rhyming songs with numbers 
· Use ICT to notice patterns quantities, puzzles 
· Counting objects throughout stories etc 
· Using construction bocks to build counting noticing what shapes the need and understanding what will balance etc 
· Talking about shapes include shapes in our activities 
· What we can see around the room 
· Using shape names throughout activities 
· Looking at 2d and 3d shapes 
· Crate patterns using shapes. 
Mathematics

What we will do at Smartys Little Acorns
 (Implementation)

· Using words and vocabulary from stories and expressing them through what they have around them. 
· Using books to express themselves 
· Role playing 
· Using their imagination to engage together 
· Home corner offering the children to act out experiences they may have seen in real life – cooking baby and bottles etc.
· Exploring different occupations

· Teaching about recycling and our environment and how we need to look after the planet
· Growing with our forest school teacher , beans cabbages flowers taking cared of the growing plants and living creatures. 
· Invite external professionals to come into the setting dentist’s firemen police officer vets etc 
· External visits to the community e.g. morrisons dentist 
· Supporting our local food bank with donations from parents and staff 

· Learning about life cycles through books stories interactive screens.
· Looking after creatures at nursery
Understanding of the world

What we will do at Smartys Little Acorns  (Implementation)
· Home links using going home toys 
· Show and tell bags 
· Tapestry weekend sharing 
· Celebrating different culture and exploring their religions.
· Celebrating special days throughout religions.  
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