Smartys Little Stars Curriculum
Birth to 3 Years
	Our Intent


At Smartys Little Stars, we provide a nurturing, ambitious and play-based curriculum that supports every child to feel safe, valued and confident in their learning journey. We recognise that the first three years of life are the foundations for future learning, so our curriculum is carefully planned to build communication, independence, physical skills and emotional security through meaningful play, exploration and secure relationships. We follow children’s interests, celebrate individuality and create opportunities for children to explore, discover and develop at their own pace.

	Our Learning Experiences


Children learn through rich, hands-on experiences that inspire curiosity and wonder. Our daily experiences include Forest School adventures, gardening and nature exploration, music and movement sessions, sensory play, creative activities, story time and our book lending library. We also use our Mystery Box to promote communication, imagination and sensory exploration. Seasonal celebrations, cultural events and outdoor learning help children understand the world around them and develop a love of learning through real-life experiences.

	What We Want for Our Children


We want our children to leave Little Stars as happy, confident and curious learners, ready for their next stage of learning. We aim for every child to become a strong communicator, an independent thinker and an active explorer. We support children to build positive relationships, develop resilience, show kindness and respect to others, and gain the confidence to express themselves, solve problems and embrace new experiences.

How Learning Progresses
	Area
	Tiny Stars
	Mini Stars
	Shooting Stars

	Communication
	Listening, babbling
	Words, simple instructions
	Sentences, storytelling

	PSED
	Bonds, trust
	Sharing, routines
	Friendships, independence

	Physical
	Crawling, grasping
	Climbing, feeding
	Running, toileting

	Literacy
	Books, sounds
	Rhymes, marks
	Story recall, names

	Maths
	Size, cause/effect
	Counting, sorting
	Numbers, patterns

	Understanding the World
	Sensory play
	Seasons, animals
	Nature, community

	Expressive Arts
	Music, textures
	Creating, dancing
	Imaginative play



